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President’s Message - Tim Rossow 

 

“Quiet on the set!” How do you tell the ocean to be quiet--You don’t. You welcome 

the sound when you are filming the first ever AAOS Arts and Crafts Festival  

television ad. As a part of our revitalized festival, several of us gathered  

together on a chilly but sunny February morning and filmed the video shots 

that are now being edited, cut, spliced and diced to entice tourists from Seattle 

to Portland to visit our festival this coming September. 

The theme of the ad is “She found her inspiration 

at the ocean; you can find your inspiration at the 

Ocean Shores Arts and Crafts Festival.” This tag 

line says so much about we members of  

Associated Arts of Ocean Shores. We have found 

our inspiration here and we want to encourage 

and promote the arts in the North Beach area. 

We are working with a Portland marketing compa-

ny to target zip codes in Seattle, Portland, Olympia 

and of course our good ol’ 98569 to entice people  

to the ocean and our festival. The ads will show on 

streaming TV networks such as Hulu, Netflix and 

others. We will also use it in our social media  

marketing. 

Thanks to Artist Jade Black, filmed by Scott Johnston, still shots by Moda Mark, 

Grips: Phyllis Rossow, Jade’s husband Jr., Susan Malcolm and yours truly, who 

even got to yell “Action” loud enough to be heard over the breaking waves of the 

ocean.  

Tim Rossow 

AAOS President,  

Director of the 2023  

Arts and Crafts Festival 



Featured Artist of the Month 

Kelly Benson 

 

Kelly Benson’s life for the past 35 years 

offers another example of the positive 

power of art. She is the AAOS Artist of the 

Month for March. 
 

Kelly was a realtor and her husband,  

Steve, the chef at a Napa Valley, CA,  

winery in 1990 when major health issues 

rendered her essentially disabled and 

bedridden. She jokes today that a seriously compromised immune system 

forced her to begin “practicing social |distancing more than 30 years ago”. 

Back then, it didn’t take long for isolation and boredom to lead her to ask 

Steve to get her a pad and some colored pencils, and she began sketching 

things she could see from her bedroom window. 
 

She slowly progressed, developing 

her style of fine detail she  

describes as realism, although not 

to the level of “hyper photo real-

ism.” After finding that “I suck at 

watercolor,” the success she  

encountered with acrylics invigor-

ated her artistic career. She is  

completely self-taught. 
 

The couple left California for the Northwest, and in 1998, Steve and his 

brother launched a fine dining restaurant in Poulsbo, WA. Kelly painted a 

series of 3’x3’ botanicals to decorate the space and one night, a customer 

asked the manager if the paintings were for sale. 

 



She had never sold any of her art. She 

wasn’t sure of a price but told the  

manager $1200.  He called back to 

say the man had pulled out 12 crisp 

hundred dollar bills and left smiling 

with the painting.  
 

Kelly became a commercial artist, 

moved to oil painting in 2013, and  

after almost a quarter-century, has 

never put her work in any gallery. She does commissions, pieces for friends, 

and paints for personal enjoyment. Her work includes animals, still life, 

and “just about anything except portraits.”  Her biggest project was a  

24-foot oil triptych of an orchid spray, that took nine months to complete 

and was done for a commercial building. 

Since the Bensons moved to Seattle  

in 1991, they have frequently vaca-

tioned in Ocean Shores. “We knew we 

would retire here,” she said, and that 

came true in 2016. En route, they 

lived in Charleston, SC (“beautiful  

area but never could do the heat”), 

then back to Washington, specifically 

Port Townsend, then Silverdale. 
 

She now works exclusively in oils, and 

generally in smaller formats, although she currently has a 28”x24” heron 

on her easel. She has a good eye for other applications as well, for example, 

painting botanicals on old, refurbished wooden trays and ceramic tiles.  

And she still does commissioned artwork. With her health issues still  

necessitating some level of social distancing, she plans to make her art 

more accessible by launching her own website soon. 







2023 

August 12th & 13th  

  

Saturday and Sunday  

10am-5pm 

Ocean Shores 

Washington 
 

18 ARTISTS 

9 STUDIOS 

Fiber Art 

Glass 

Jewelry 

Multi Media 

Photography 

Pottery 

Watercolors/Oils/Acrylics 

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THE  

5TH ANNUAL ART SPLASH STUDIO TOUR 

ALWAYS CHANGING AND ALWAYS SUPPORTING OUR  

OCEAN SHORES LOCAL ARTISTS! 

Beth Allos 

Tom Baker 

Kathy Baker 

Linda Carman 

Cindy Dana 

Karen Fox 

Vicki Garrett 

Sharon Gochoel 

Jacquline Horton 

Melanie Knight 

Susan LaMadrid 

Sue Lowatchie 

Gina McCauley 

Lyn Nelson 

Tim Rossow 

Annette Sumter 

Kelly Stacey 

Sue Tucker 



EVENTS 

First Friday Art Walk 

The first Friday of the month the Aberdeen Art Center and other 

downtown businesses promote a monthly Art Walk. As part of the 

Art Walk we like to offer artist demonstrations and live music; usu-

ally about 5-8 PM at the center. If you are interested in participating 

it's free, and 100% of your sales that day are yours to keep.  

Contact : Douglas Orr at: mindsculptor1@gmail.com  

 Razor Clam Festival 

March 17th - 19th - 12pm - 3pm 

Ocean Shores Convention Center 

 

 

SuperHero Music Fest 

March 26th - 28th - 12pm - 3pm 

Ocean Shores Convention Center 

 

 

Youth Fishing Derby 

May 6th - questions: 360-289-2581 

Sponsored by OS Elks Club #2581 - North Bay Park 
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CLASSES 

Glass Fusion Art Class 

Saturday, March 25th, 10am to 5pm 

“Yard Address Sign - 24” ground to top” 

Beginners and Intermediate Welcome - Bring Lunch 

$220 includes stand and all supplies 

Call Sharon Gochoel - 360-591-5940 

Stitch Meditation with Corrine Holden 

5pm - March 15th, March 29th 

at Beach Tyme Quilts 

$10 suggested donation, pay what you can 

all materials provided 

Felting with Gina and Snooter-doots - Small Cactus Plants in Pots 

Saturday, March 18th, 2pm to 4pm  

at Beach Tyme Quilts 

$30 per person, all materials provided 
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Creative Hearts with Corrine Holden 

5pm - March 20th 

at Beach Tyme Quilts 

$10 suggested donation, pay what you can 

all materials provided 



Where to go for your Art Fix 

Grays Harbor Potters Guild 

2222 Simpson Avenue 

Hoquiam, WA  98550 

360-580-1673 

Www.graysharborpottersguild.com 

Mother Crow Gallery 

200 W. Market Street #2 

Aberdeen, WA 98520 

360-593-6208 

Octopus Crafts 

810 Point Brown Avenue NE 

Ocean Shores, WA 98569 

360-986-6977 

Alder Grove Gallery 

200 W. Market Street #4 

Aberdeen, WA 98520 

562-208-4226 

Www.aberdeenartcenter.com 

Sandphifer Gallery 

58 Main Street 

Pacific Beach, WA 98571 

360-276-5029 

Tim Rossow & Associates 

171 E. Chance a La Mer NE 

Ocean Shores, WA 98569 

630-362-7535 

www.timrossowgallery.com 

Coastal Interpretive Center 

1033 Catala Avenue SE 

Ocean Shores, WA 98569 

350-289-4617 

www.interpretivecenter.org 

Fusions Art Gallery 

834 Point Brown Avenue NW 

Ocean Shores, WA 98569 

360-289-2811 



Associated Arts of Ocean Shores                                  

 

Membership Application 
 

Your membership supports our ongoing commitment to the arts in Ocean Shores. Thank you for 
your continued support. Please return this form with your remittance to the address below. You 
will receive your membership card by email. 
 

Name/s  

  

  

 
Address: 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:  ____________________________  

Email:  _____________________________  

 

Annual Membership Dues 

 Single membership ................................. $20.00  

 Couple or family membership ................. $25.00  

 Business membership ............................. $30.00  

 

Associated Arts of Ocean Shores 

P.O. Box 241 

Ocean Shores, WA. 98569 
 

Comments/Suggestions  

  

  

  

  

TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP FOR 2023! 

CLICK HERE TO GO TO OUR WEBSITE AND PAY ONLINE! 

http://associatedarts.org/membership-payment


Thanks to our Business Members 

Kristi Jo Beitzel 

Multi Media Artist 

Visit Studio k.j.beitzel 

By appointment 

360-261-0031 







 

Lora Malakoff 

publishersst@gmail.com 



 
 

2023 AAOS Membership 
Please mail a check to: 

 PO Box 241 
Ocean Shores, WA 98569 

or pay via credit card  on our web site at:   

www.associatedarts.org 

Questions contact Kelly Stacey at 

treasureraaos@gmail.com 


